Text analysis

1. The plot is a sequence of events in which the characters are involved. The plot consists of exposition, story, climax and denouement. In the exposition the preliminaries to the action are laid out, such as the time, the place and the subject of the action. Story is the part of the plot which represents the beginning of the collision and the collision itself. Climax is the highest point of the action. Denouement is the event (events) that brings the action to an end. If the story contains all the elements mentioned above it has a closed plot structure. If a literary work misses one of the parts it has an open plot structure.
· Where is the scene laid? When do the events, described in the book, take place? What events happen in the story? Why? What conflict is there in the story? What is the basis for the conflict? What does the main character want?
· Plot structure and its elements: to be well-organized/confusedly-organized, to represent the beginning of the collision (conflict), to set the story amidst nature, to be the highest point of the action, to bring the action to an end, to begin straight with the action, the action develops dramatically, the sequence of events forms an ascending line from the exposition onto the climax and down to the denouement, to show the drama of the character's inner world, the plot is eventless.
2. A character is an imagined person who inhabits a story.
· Who tells the story? (The author, the main character, a secondary character, an observer, a child)
· In what terms does the author present and describe his characters? Does he do that in the first sentence (paragraph) of the book? (The story begins with the description, the introduction of, his recollections of, his opinion of, etc.)
· What do they do or say?
· How do they speak? (The speech of a character reveals his background, education or lack of it, upbringing, social standing.)
3. The purpose of analysis: to consider the properties of the literary work, to appreciate the content of the work, to grasp the thought that is imaginatively expressed.
4. The author and its viewpoint: author (narrator, protagonist, story-teller), an observer or an active participant of the drama, to create a unique world of..., It is objective reality that feeds the authors imagination, to be guided by one's own vision of the world, to express one' attitude towards the world, to impart (transmit, convey) one's vision of the world to the reader, to expect the reader to share and adopt certain attitude, to be the organizing axis of the literary work.
5. The theme is the represented aspect of life which deals with some social or psychological conflict (war and peace, a clash of outlooks ...). The idea is the underlying thought transmitted to the reader by the whole poetic structure of the text.
· Theme and idea: to be integrated with other by-themes, to be linked together to present a unity, to constitute the symbolic layer of the story.
6. The narration, whatever it is, – first-person, third-person, anonymous – rests on such forms as: interior monologue, dialogue, narration, description.
· Types of narration: narration (clear, consistent, temporally and thematically confused, distorted), to be focused on, to be narrated as seen by different characters, to narrate the events as one sees them, to offer different angles of perception of ..., to supply the reader with direct information about the author's preferences and objections, beliefs and contradictions, to impress the reader with the effect of authenticity of the described events, to hide behind the figure of the narrator, to present all the events of the story from the narrator's viewpoint.
· What method of characterization prevails in the text – direct (through the author's or another person's description of the character), or indirect (through action and conversation)?
7. Principles of poetic structure cohesion.
· Principle of incomplete representation. All images in a literary text, those of people, events, situations, landscapes are incompletely represented. The author, in depicting an image, makes a selection: he picks out part (or parts) which can stand for the whole. The part selected to represent the whole is a poetic detail.
· Principle of analogy and contrast. Analogy and contrast are the organizing axis of poetic structure. The author contrasts and juxtaposes images of real life and in that way reveals the good and the evil, the beautiful and the ugly.
· Principle of recurrence. A recurrent element represents the leit-motive of the literary work, expressing the author's message.
· To depict the characters as antipodes, to convey the message by a contrast of the two main characters (through the antithesis of ...), to give an idea of the character's attitude to smth, to be guided by detail in appreciation of certain image, to gap (omit) certain fragments of the whole, to be incompletely represented, to select (single out, pick out) the most characteristic features of .., to indirectly suggest the image of..., to depict (convey, portray) the image of... by carefully selected details.
